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Apart from storm and hurricane, hidden coral reefs and other natural hazards, the Spanish treasure fleets returning from the New World faced attack by pirate ships and enemy squadrons on the long voyage back to Spain. Above, contemporary engraving of a Spanish treasure fleet trapped by the Dutch squadron of Admiral ,Pieter Pietersen Heyn off Cuba in 1628. Below right, divers recover a gold Aztec mask from the wreck of Heyn's own ship the "Van Lynden" which sank off the Bahamas in 1628. Below left, a magnificent Aztec gold pectoral recovered from the same wreck. The total value of this cargo has been estimated at around £750,000.
